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Authority
Issued under the Health and Safety 
at Work Act 1974, the Consumer 
Protection Act 1987 and Control of 
Substances Hazardous to Health 
Regulations 2002. 
Name of company
Xella BE nv/sa
Kruibeeksesteenweg 24
B-2070 Burcht 
Belgium

Products
Silka calcium silicate building 
blocks are hereafter described as 
‘SILKA blocks and elements’ unless 
specifically described otherwise.

Composition
SILKA blocks are manufactured 
from sand, granite, lime and water. 

Application
SILKA blocks are designed and 
manufactured in various densities, 
strengths and sizes. They are mainly 
used in the construction of interior 
and exterior walls, and are usu-
ally bonded together with thin joint 
mortar. SILKA blocks must be used 
strictly in accordance with

relevant British or European Stand-
ards and Building Regulations.

Hazards identification
The products, within the meaning 
of the Health and Safety at Work 
Act, are inherently safe, but some 
hazards are identified thus:

	 The comparatively sharp edges 
of SILKA blocks require care when 
handling manually, to avoid risks 
of cuts or abrasions.

	 Wet blocks may exhibit alka
linity owing to the lime constituent 
and care should be taken when 
handling manually to avoid burns 
to the skin.

	 The unit’s weight and size 
should be taken into account when 
handling, to avoid dropping or 
strains when lifting. Large format 
elements may only be handeled 
with appropriate lifting equiment.

	 Silica dust from SILKA blocks 
can be harmful if inhaled or 
ingested and, as with any dust, 
may cause irritation to the respira-
tory and digestive tract.

	 Plastic packaging materials are 
combustible and may constitute a 
fire hazard.

First-aid measures
There are no specific require-
ments when using SILKA blocks or 
elements, other than the treatment 
of minor injuries. For example, 
treat dust in the mouth or eye by 
washing liberally with clean water. 
Where eye contact occurs, the 
area must be immediately and 
thoroughly irrigated using water or 
a suitable eyewash. Treat dust on 
the skin by washing liberally with 
soap and clean water. 

In case of doubt, or when symp-
toms persist, medical advice must 
be sought.

Fire-fighting measures
In the event of fire, SILKA blocks 
are not combustible. However, 
plastic shrinkwrapping, edg-
ing strips and timber pallets will 
burn if ignited. These materials 
will produce noxious fumes when 
burnt, and personnel should not 
be exposed to these. After a fire, 
packaged SILKA blocks may be-
come unstable. They should not be 
lifted or moved under any circum-
stances until a competent person 
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has assessed the situation and 
permission to proceed has been 
granted.

Accident release measures
Not applicable.

Delivery, handling and storage
	 SILKA blocks and elements are 

generally delivered by road trans-
port and are off-loaded mechani-
cally. When lifted by grab, crane 
or fork truck, no personnel should 
be permitted beneath the load. 
When vehicles are offloading, any 
overhead power lines or cables 
should be isolated or otherwise 
adequately protected.

	 SILKA blocks and elements 
should always be stacked on a 
clean, firm, level base to avoid col-
lapse. To prevent the risk of injury 
from loose blocks falling, avoid 
stacking packs of blocks above 
normal head height unless they 
are to be handled by mechanical 
methods.

	 Ensure suitable stack heights 
are maintained according to 
ground conditions – never stack 
packs more than three high.

	 Minimise manual handling by 
delivering units as close to the 
point of laying as safety considera-
tions permit.

	 SILKA blocks are banded or 
wrapped, care should be taken 
when removing the banding to 
avoid injury from the band under 
tension, or any loose blocks falling 
when the banding or wrapping is 
released.

	 To avoid trips or falls, the block-
laying work area should be clear of 
obstructions and properly organ-
ised.

Exposure controls/personal 
protection
During the processes of cutting, 
drilling or chasing SILKA blocks 
and elements, there is likely to 
be exposure to respirable dust. 
Workplace Exposure Limits should 
be determined in accordance with 
EH40, published by the Health and 
Safety Executive. 

The normal protective clothing 
recommended for wear on building 
sites, e.g. safety footwear, head 
protection and gloves, is required. 
In addition, suitable goggles and 
dust masks conforming to the 
appropriate British or European 
Standard should be worn during 
the processes of cutting, chasing 
or drilling. 

When working with light - coloured 
SILKA products in bright daylight 
conditions, glare may be experi-
enced and it may be appropriate 
that suitable eye protection should 
be worn. 

Physical and chemical properties
SILKA blocks and elements are in-
ert when supplied. The main con-
stituents are natural aggregates 
which contain silica and lime.

Stability and reactivity
Not applicable.

Toxicological information
Not applicable.

Ecological information
Not applicable.

Transportation information
SILKA blocks and elements are not 
subject to hazardous substance 
conveyance regulations, and ve-
hicle and package labelling is not 
required.

Disposal considerations
All waste materials should be 
disposed of at a suitable licensed 
disposal facility, preferably by 
recycling or re-use. Advice on 
a preferred method should be 
obtained from the Environmental 
Agency (England and Wales) or the 
Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency (SEPA).�



Xella UK
P.O Box 10028
Sutton Coldfield
United Kingdom B75 7ZF
Tel:	 +44 (0) 870 609 0306
Fax:	+44 (0) 870 240 2948

E: silka-uk@xella.com
W: www.xella.co.uk

SILKA, YTONG and XELLA are registered trademarks of the Xella Group

Other information
Xella’s technical staff are on hand to render 
assistance with written or telephone enquiries.

Xella BE nv/sa
Kruibeeksesteenweg 24
B-2070 Burcht
Belgie
Tel:	 +32 (0)3 - 250 47 00
Fax:	+32 (0)3 - 250 47 06

E: ytong-be@xella.com
w: www.xella.be

Xella Nederland BV
Postbus 23
4200 AA Gorinchem
Nederland
Tel:	 +31 (0) 183 67 12 34
Fax:	+31 (0) 183 67 12 39

E verkoop@xella.nl
W: www.xella.nl

Disclaimer: Every effort has been made to ensure the correctness of the information provided 
in this Material Safety Data Sheet which relates to the product described only, and which is 
supplied to product purchasers on the basis that we cannot guarantee its accuracy or com-
pleteness. Health and safety information provided in the Material Safety Data Sheet is intended 
for general guidance only, and it is the responsibility of the user to ensure that suitable and 
sufficient assessment of hazards and risks posed in the employment of any products are un-
dertaken and to comply with any duties imposed by Statutory or Regulatory requirements. No 
statement made in this Material Safety Data Sheet shall be construed as permission or recom-
mendation for the use of any product in a manner that might infringe any existing patents, nor is 
any warranty made, either expressed or implied.


